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Live Church is Back:
Following the closure of Uplyme Church due to lockdown, we are delighted to say 
that we will be returning to live worship in church on:

Easter Sunday Morning at 10am. 
We will however, have to continue to follow safety regulations and numbers will 
be limited. We then anticipate a phased return to a pattern of services.

Please keep an eye on the website:  https://www.uplymechurch.org.uk/ and check 
the noticeboard for further details.

Easter Activities
All ages are invited to ‘Come to the Cross’ on Easter Saturday and 
take part in the activities set up there. The activities will be fun and help you to 
think about what Easter is all about? A giant cross will be set-up in the 
new school field and activities left there so you can visit anytime 
that day. 
On the same day we’d also like your help to decorate the church for Easter and 
are asking people to bring decorated egg-shaped stones (like these in the 
photo) to the church where we will swap your stone egg for a real Easter Egg! 

People with chocolate eggs will be at the church between 10am and 3pm on 
Easter Saturday. Don’t forget your masks and we will ensure everyone is socially 
distanced.

Any queries call Rev Nicky on 07931 413629.
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Email to - parishnews@uplymechurch.org.uk
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Spring is finally here and, along with the 
signs of ‘new life’ in the earth, comes the 
hope of ‘new life’ for all of us as we cele-
brate Easter recalling Jesus’ sacrifice on the 
cross for us – his dying and resurrection to 
‘new life.’
We are all also looking forward to ‘new life’ 
as we welcome the long-awaited easing of 
restrictions. All being well, we will soon be 
able to see and hug family and friends that 
we haven’t for a long time! What a precious 
moment that will be.

I am sure there will also be moments of sadness for those no longer 
with us, mixed in with the happiness of this new beginning. It will be 
good to take time to reflect and move into this new season. We can-
not put back time and all that has happened. 
For those of us with faith, the Easter story is the pivotal moment. 
Even though it has been hard to see God in all that has happened, we 
have prayed and felt Christ with us, especially at the toughest times. 
When we think about the cross, we may think of dead wood? In the 
Church of San Clemente in Rome, there is a glittering 12th-century 
mosaic showing Jesus on a cross that turns into a living tree. The 
cross is alive sprouting branches and shoots – a tree of life between 
earth and heaven. What a lovely image and describes the hope that 
is there, if we only open our hearts to it.
This Easter, as we eat our Easter eggs and prepare for this post-
pandemic ‘new life,’ may we know how precious we are and know 
ourselves to be loved with a love that is beyond ourselves. 
Do check the Axe Valley Mission Community website for details of all 
our Easter services, www.axevmc.com, and do let us know if we can 
be of help in any way?
     Rev Nicky Davies
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Hello and welcome to the April and Easter edition of 
our magazine.

The good news is that we will go back to printing the 
magazine from the next issue (May) so you can look 
forward to either picking one up in the usual places 

or having it drop through your door.

So to clarify, all articles, notices, event schedules, reports and changes in adverts 
will need to be with me by 10th of April. I know we have all been out of action for 
a whole year now, and it will take some time to get back into the swing of things, 
but I really look forward to hearing from you.

Once we are back to producing a paper magazine I will be re-printing some of the 
articles that have appeared in lockdown, so keep reading and writing!

#Keep Well & keep Safe   Ed



4

On Maundy Thursday a large wooden cross will be erected on the 
School Field next to the Village Hall. At the base will be a box with 
luggage labels and pens to write a prayer on and then to hang them 
on the nails on the cross. The cross will stay up for the duration of 
the school holiday.

On Easter Saturday there will be egg shaped stones and paints 
to decorate them at the cross - Take them up to the church to ex-
change for an Easter egg. Between 10.00am - 3.00pm

An Easter Garden will be in the porch and the church will be 
manned during those times to keep everyone safe. 
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Parish News Appeal 
Many of you will know that the Parish News is funded by advertising and donations to 
the Church. It just about breaks even, and on some occasions has made a small loss, 
that the church covers.


This year has been particularly difficult for the church as our regular offerings at 
services have not happened and income to the church is much reduced. We have not 
been able to print the magazine as normal over the past 12 months, and our revenue 
for the magazine will reflect that.


Times have been hard for everybody, and many businesses have suffered and will 
struggle to get back on top in the future.


We know the magazine is valued and widely supported in the parish, so we are 
asking you for two things. 

1	 Please use the advertisers in the magazine. they are local and offer facilities 	
	 many of us need. They would welcome a call or 	enquiry about their services.


2	 If you can, we’d ask you to make a donation to the magazine to 	help cover it’s 	
	 production. The cost of a years magazines is around £7 per house and it’s 	
	 delivered! That’s cheaper than most national newspapers charge for a 	 	
	 week!…….. and I think the Parish News is a better read!


Our bank details are available upon request. You can contact our church treasurer 
Sharyn Walker (01297 444811) or Nicky Davies (Vicar) on 07931 413629


You can give one-off donations simply by writing a cheque made payable to:

 ‘UPLYME PCC’ and sending it: 


c/o The Treasurer, Uplyme Church, Pound Lane, Uplyme, Devon,DT7 3TT. 


Alternatively, you can donate online by clicking the “DONATE” button on the website.


www.uplymechurch.org.uk
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The following 3 pages show the “Lockdown Easing” in very 
simple terms from March through April

Please adhere to the rules and the guidance. 
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STAY AT HOME
PROTECT THE NHS

SAVE LIVES

Don’t Hesitate
To Vaccinate
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Mike Ebdon
Electrician
For all your

Electrical needs

Roseneath
Venlake Lane
Uplyme
Devon
DT7 3SD

Home: 01297 442861
Mobile: 07774642740

FREE ESTIMATES
All work Part P certified

All About Upholstery

All aspects of upholstery
modern, traditional, bespoke

canework
soft furnishing: loose-covers,

window seating, box and
scatter cushions.

Anna Doxey
Member of the Guild of Traditional Upholsterers

based in Axminster
07540 342058

aldoxey@googlemail.com
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CORNERSTONE
Design & Build

Design, planning & building contractors. 
Extensions, alterations and outbuildings 
including Listed Buildings.

Local references available 

Fully insured
www.cornerstonedesignandbuild.co.uk

Design & planning enquiries:
zoe@cornerstonedesignandbuild.co.uk

Tel: 07825 210 681

Building work enquiries:
pete@cornerstonedesignandbuild.co.uk

Tel: 07786 267 115

ON THE EDGE
TAILOR-MADE FRAMES

The Haven, Harcombe,
Nr Lyme Regis, DT7 3RN

 
JENNIE & ADRIAN PEARSON

01297 444999
ontheedgeoflyme@btinternet.com

 

PAINTINGS - PRINTS - PHOTOS - TEXTILES

Experienced
PIANO AND SINGING TEACHER

Specialities:
*Beginners *Primary age children

*Descant recorder *Theory of music
*’Fresh start’ *Enthusiastic adults

Delightful garden studio just outside 
Uplyme

Adrian Pearson B.A., Cert. Ed.
(01297) 442902
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Thorts from Nigel Ball 

The Lane 
Lane walked down ,frost hangs like hair 
You would like to have and share 
Delight of morning, dawn excite 
That frost full of delight. 

Arching branches birch, ash, and spindle 
frost soon gone, with moon doth dwindle 
Walking on, sun rising to meet me. 
Light shining glinting through trees. 

Onward trod hard boots to ground 
crunch, snag the lace and tearing sound 
Coming out from the lane open to fields bare 
The sound, the look, no wind in my hair. 

So what do we owe for this wonderful place 
Time, freshness of breath, on smooth face 
Gods kingdom and beauty to stare in your eye 
from frost and high blue sky. 

Home is looking closer, sun streaming down. 
In my eyes squint, give a frown 
My gate I rest on and lean, to gaze the path I trod 
Thank you for the morning and being with me GOD. 

Nigel Ball. 

A view from….. 

The view through the arches you know where I am. And yet you could be 
miles away with hills rolling under me, peace and stillness fills the air. New 
shoots appear being nibbled by rabbits and higher up can be viewed bramble 
tips with blunt ends and bleeding stems, the deer hath eaten breakfast. I get 
closer the arches get bigger. ‘OH this monster of engineering’ towers over 
me. What a beautiful site. The train rides must have been magical back then. 
Over the valley with the coal smoke being sniffed on the wind, the 
Cannington Viaduct lives on to tell many a tale.



TAKE OUT TO HELP OUT!
This Third lockdown came as a blow for many food businesses around 
our area. Those who had just made it through the summer and hoping for 
a better winter were suddenly thrown into another lockdown and many 
struggling eateries were now looking at closing. Some very enterprising 
and brave souls opened their food businesses just after the first lockdown 
and now face a real struggle to establish, run and maintain them.

All credit to many, if not most, of the establishments who have adapted to 
a take-away service, with many delivering to your door!

This area is very much a holiday area, and if we wish to really see that 
continue into the future, we need the myriad of fantastic places we have 
here that offer food, to keep going.

If you’ve not had a chance to eat-out or eat-in yet, you really should give 
it a go and support your local eatery!

From fine dining in a box to traditional pub food, from Spanish tapas to 
pizza and Asian street food to vegetarian meals these delicious takea-
ways (and many deliveries) are available now.

Over the next few months The Parish News is going to list, plug and una-
shamedly promote our local eateries for FREE!

If you know of any foody place that is doing what they can to survive, ask 
them to email their details to us and we’ll put them on the list.

Now it’s over to you to ring them, place an order and enjoy the delights 
on offer around the area.

The government ran their “Eat out to help out” campaign. We’re not offer-
ing any discounts, but we are saying.

Take Out to Help Out!



OVER TO YOU TO GET A DELICIOUS MEAL TO TAKEAWAY

Name Address Open Food Tel: Facebook/Web

The Talbot Arms Lyme Road, 

Uplyme Wed, Fri & Sat 5-8pm Traditional Pub Food 01297 443136 @talbotuplyme

The Strawberry Tree 14 Broad St, 

Lyme Regis Fri & Sat evenings Slow Spanish food


 & Tapas 7852739941 @StrawberryTrees

Red Panda 7a Broad St, 

Lyme Regis Fri & Sat 5-7pm Asian inspired Street 

Food
07837834596

Order by Noon @redpandalyme

Tom’s Marine Parade, 

Lyme Regis Thurs - Sat Fine Dining in a box 01297 816018 @tomslymeregis

Poco Pizza 29 Marine Parade, 

Lyme regis Fri & Sat 5-8pm Wood fired Pizzas 1297598591 @pocopizzalymeregis

Tierra Kitchen 1a Coombe St

Lyme Regis Tues-Sat daily Fresh Vegetarian 

Cuisine
01297 445189

07827224735 @tierrakitchenlymeregis

The Waffle House Trinity House

Axminster

Fri 4-9pm

Sat 2-9pm Waffles 01297 34694 @waffleaxminster

Royal Oak The Street

Charmouth

Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat

5 - 8pm

Burgers &

Traditional Pub Food 01297 560277 @RoyalOakAtCharmouth

The Ridgeway Inn Smallridge

Nr Axminster

Sat 4.30 - 8pm

Sun 12 - 2pm Traditional Pub Food 01297 32171


07860112078 @theridgewaysmallridge

These are the few eateries that we have been able too add at such 
short notice - I only posted that we would do this on Facebook on 
Wednesday and this is online on Saturday!


The Open times are not necessarily the ordering times and I 
suggest you ring the business beforehand or look at their 
Facebook page for updates and further details including if they 
deliver. The facebook @address may not be fully correct, but it will 
get you to the right page.

Many of our “Traditional/Usual Takeaways” are still operating 
offering Fish & Chips, Chinese, Indian food and other cuisine.


We are very happy to add them to our list and would ask that 
those of you who wish to be added in the next issue of the 
magazine, to drop me an email at:


parishnews@uplymechurch.org.uk 

Robin Hodges - Editor
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1st Lym Valley Scout Group (Uplyme and Lyme Regis)

Apologies for missing last month’s edition of Parish News, time just seems to fly by. Luckily 
(or unluckily depending how you view it) we didn’t have much to say about last month. 
Though we do now have a website at last! www.lymvalleyscouts.org.uk launched 
without much fanfare last month, but the adult volunteers in the group were delighted with 
it – it’s great to share what we get up to with a wider audience and to shout about Scouting 
locally. Given a new website was the highlight of March, here’s to making sure April is a bit 
more exciting!

With restrictions lifting, things are looking up once again. Having done a survey of the 
Scouts, it appears their biggest wish is to do the simpler things in life that they’ve been 
missing so much – cooking on fire, whittling wood, having fun on our grass sledges. Of 
course, this summer we want to put together a bumper programme for all the sections to 
make up for lack of Scouting over the past year, our leaders are currently coming up with 
some brilliant ideas, and I think the young people have a lot to look forward to. 

As normality returns, it seems that parents have sprung alive again, realising that the skills 
for life we offer are just on their family’s doorstep. It might not come as much surprise to 
most people therefore, the level of demand we’re seeing for places at the moment, far 
outweighs the places we have in the group across all sections; except Explorers where 
there’s always room for a few more.  

The hardest part of my role, is having to put children on the waiting list to join the group. 
Waiting lists are not seen as badges of honour in Scouting, for the very simple reason that 
we would much rather see these kids being involved with the group, than having to wait, 
not learning skills for life. The biggest cause of the waiting list within our group, is a 
shortage of volunteers. Whilst we have an amazing, enthusiastic leadership team, there’s 
simply not enough of them to accommodate all the young people involved. I’m having to 
actively go through the waiting list forms to find adults willing to join our adventure, and 
then prioritise their families to help get more volunteers involved. 

My best advice for those wanting to get stuck in is just go for it! It really is a brilliant thing to 
do. As ever, if your family wants to get involved, do get in touch. It’s always best to get your 
families names down early since it helps us plan and provide spaces in the long run. Stay 
safe, and have an amazing April!

Yours in Scouting 
Karen Yelland
Beaver and Scout Leader                           
mob 07588389389
yellandpay@aol.com
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Uplyme Help at Hand - cares
General Enquiries: Anne  01297 444799

Marilyn 07885859946
Transport: David 01297 444799

Sue 01297 444289 

It is sad not to be able to write lots of good news about Help at Hand activities.  Like everyone else, for the last 
year we have not been able to function normally.  Hopefully there might be some better news in the May 
edition.  Meanwhile, just a reminder of our “state of play” now and before March 2020 when we were an 
integrated part of our very special village.

Some facts about Help at Hand 
• Started September 2014 with an initial planning meeting

• Currently we have over 55 volunteers

• 45 villagers were being helped before Covid hit

• Around 20 volunteers were doing regular visits, which have been replaced by phone calls 

• Many people were helped with transport – also not possible at the moment 

• We have run training sessions for volunteers and local people with more hoped for:
Dementia Training; 
Helping Those Who Are Grieving; 
Mental Health Awareness; 
Drink Wise- Age Well (alcohol awareness)
First Aid

• Regular small group cookery classes were fun 

• Larger group outings for teas, coffees and lunches are our most popular activity, sadly missed.  Venues 
included:

The Black Dog, 
Old Dairy Kitchen at Trill Farm, 
Blackbury Honey Farm, 
The Dower House Hotel, 
Annie’s Tea Room, 
The Ivy House (Groves Garden Centre), 
Furzeleigh Farm Dairy, 
Old Lyme Guest House

• Younger new volunteers are currently doing invaluable work shopping and generally supporting the 
shielded group - a big, big thank you to them all.

• Many donations have made our work possible for which we are deeply grateful:
Uplyme United Charities, 
Parish Council, 
Uplyme Horticultural Society
Uplyme Village Fete
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Mrs Ethelstons School

Hello from all at Mrs Ethelston’s 
Primary School. We have now been 
able to welcome all children back to 
school and I am pleased to report 
there have been lots of smiles and 
happy children. Everyone has settled 
back into the new routines of school and we are enjoying seeing all the 
other classes during our zooms for Worships and Storytime. 

Three of our Year 6 ambassadors have written a little bit about what life is 
like in Year 6 since returning to school. 

In Year 6, the children are continuing with their topic of ‘Great British Bake 
Off’. They have been learning about plotting, moving and reflecting 
quadrilateral shapes across four quadrants. As part of their topic, they are 
finding out about famous bakers. 

Year 6 have been doing extra PSHE (Personal, social and health 
education). We do a check in, check up and check out, where we hear 
about how everyone is feeling and what they have been doing. Another 
thing is that we have created a star jar. We write positive comments on 
paper and add it to the jar. 

All classes are having an extra afternoon break. During this break we play 
team games with our teacher.  

All the children have returned with big smiles and ready to continue with 
their learning. We have been very fortunate that our parents have fully 
supported the children with home learning so that the transition back to 
classroom teaching has been smooth. 

We are looking forward to the summer term where we hope to be able to 
enjoy some of our traditional events. 

Miss Lyons 
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AXE VALLEY CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY 
We are offering a free debt management service, to people in the Axe Valley. 

The centre opens on the 1st of April and initially, the Centre Manager, Ali, will be reaching 
out to contact Clients. We welcome Befrienders, from April onwards. Ali will contact them 
to offer training and support.    Please can we ask for your help with : 

•• Prayers          

•• Become a Befriender     - please see the details below 

••  Donations – either one-off or by regular standing order 

Donations by cheque payable to Seaton PCC and send to : St Gregory’s Church Centre. 
Colyford Road, Seaton, Devon. EX12 2DF or by bank transfer to : Lloyds Bank, Seaton 
Sortcode 30-90-37 and Account. 00880981  Seaton PCC and quoting reference : AVCAP 

BEFRIENDER 

ROLE : 

• Volunteer role with travel costs 

• Meeting clients to offer friendship and support 

• To assess on-going support a client needs 

• Min. time : 2 hours/week 

• Training offered if needed 

ACCOUNTABILITIES : 

• To accompany the Centre Manager on visits 

• To meet socially to provide support 

• To pray for the clients, if requested by Centre Manager 

• To share your personal testimony, if requested 

PERSON/SKILLS : 

• To be friendly and compassionate 

• To be trustworthy with client confidentiality 

• To be comfortable sharing your faith and praying 

If you want to keep in touch, please contact Sharon by email. shardav5@aol.com or tel. 01297 625875 

If you want to chat about this role, please contact Ali by email. alison.finch@ymail.com or Sharon on 
01297 625875 or email. shardav5@aol.com 

We warmly welcome your help. 
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Uplyme & Lyme Regis Hor1cultural Society 
www.ulrhs.wordpress.com 

Our Zoom mee1ng this month looks at the conserva1on of Bri1sh owls (complete with a live owl); 
meanwhile our Summer Show plans con1nue apace. 

To sign up to our newsle@er please visit our website www.ulrhs.wordpress.com and scroll down the Welcome page to 
the link ‘Sign up for our monthly email newsle@er’ 

Zoom talk – ‘Bri1sh Owls’  
April 28th (Wednesday) – join at 7pm for a 7.15pm start 

Chris Sperring MBE, Conserva4on Officer for the Hawk and Owl Trust, will look at the natural history and 
prac4cal conserva4on of the UK's owl popula4on. He will discuss everything from basic biology to ecology and 
prac4cal measures to conserve owls. By way of a spin he will also look at the recent decrease of nature 
throughout the UK and the world by using the owls as predators and indicators of the health and wealth of 
nature that they live amongst.  

This year Chris celebrates 30 years in his post and brings a life4me of knowledge and passion for the natural 
world. He received the MBE in 2001 for services to nature conserva4on and dedicates a lot of 4me towards 
helping local wildlife community groups. In his sparse spare 4me Chris writes and records his own music. 

The invita4on and link for this session will be issued closer to the date. 

Summer Flower and Produce Fair set to go ahead on 10th July 

We’re pleased to report that the 2021 Summer Flower and Produce Fair is to be held on Saturday 10th July 
1-5pm at the King George V Playing Fields – so nice to look forward to one of the main village events of the 
year. The Show Schedule with full details of classes and how to enter will be available from local shops in the 
next few weeks. 

As usual, the show will feature a wide range of flower, fruit and vegetable classes with some classes for 
children and craVs. There will also be charity, commercial and demonstra4on stands for people to enjoy and a 
fun dog show. In addi4on, the Society will be organising a plant stall as it is unable to hold its regular Plant Sale 
in May. The scope of entertainments is yet to be determined, depending upon Covid-19 restric4ons at the 
4me. 

To make the show Covid safe, all compe44on entries will be housed in the show marquee this year, to leave 
the Village Hall free for cream teas and catering. There will be a one-way system in the marquee, which will 
have some open sides to ensure a good airflow. Stalls will be well spaced around the playing fields to allow 
plenty of room for visitors and hand sani4sers will be in place in the Village Hall, show marquee and on stands. 

Society members have already claimed their potatoes for the Potato in a Bucket compe44on and fuchsia plug 
plants to grow on for the show. Lavender plug plants (lavender is this year’s’ theme) will be distributed at the 
end of April. We thank Groves Nurseries for supplying the plugs. 

Please keep an eye on the website (address above) for the latest informa4on on the show. 

Tricia Boyd
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Tel: 01297 445626
Email: info@pinhayhouse.co.uk
www.pinhayhouse.co.uk

“your home from home by the sea”
Spacious rooms, in a beautiful 

house, in a glorious part of Devon

We are Dementia Care Specialists

Pinhay House Care Home

 
Wool & synthetic carpets, 

vinyls & Karndean       
engineered woods,                 

sisal, coir & seagrass,             
rugs to order 

Competitive prices with 
fantastic service 

For all your flooring needs  
come to: 

 

 

 

01297 33771 
Castle Hill, Axminster, EX13 5PY 
www.wellscarpetbroker.co.uk 

 

~ Quality Tree Surgery
~ Tree Reports & Surveys
~ Forestry Maintenance
~ Felling
~ Estate Management
~ Decking
~ Landscaping & Patios
~Site & Garden Clearance

~ Hedge Trimming & Laying
~ Grass cutting & Strimming
~ Planting
~ Stump Removal
~ Logs & On site splitting
~ Wood Chipper & Man for hire
~ Fencing - Domestic & Stock

BROADLEAF
TREE SURGERY &
GARDEN SERVICES

For a free quotation & advice please call

Alastair Down
01297 35364
07747 804 773

www.broadleafsouthwest.co.uk
work@broadleafsouthwest.co.uk

NPTC Qualified Staff & Fully Insured

Would you like to 
advertise in
this space?

Drop us an email
to find out what
good value it is!

parishnews@
uplymechurch.org.uk
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Architecture  ·  design  
planning  ·  building regulations

prior notice  ·  access 
contract  ·  supervision

Call or email for a free and  
confidential initial visit

(t) 01297 444416    
(e) mail@timberintent.co.uk

NEW & ECO-BUILD 
EXTEND & CONVERT

OAK & TIMBER FRAME 
CAMPING & GLAMPING
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News from King George’s Field.       

It has been pleasing to see the field used during lockdown for individual 
and some family group exercise. As restrictions are lifted there will be 
increased activity by members of the Cricket Club in preparing the field for 
a busy season. A new battery operated digital scoreboard will be installed 
for the summer months next to the old pavilion, which will help us all keep 
track of each game’s progress. Improvements to the new pavilion will con-
tinue - lets hope we can all benefit from the improved facilities. 

We understand it has been difficult for some sport participants, while dif-
ferent facilities have been closed according to government regulations but 
the trustees don’t feel the field is appropriate for golf practice as this is a 
potential danger to other field users - so no golf on the field please.  

The members of the Croquet club will soon be starting work on their lawn 
and also an extra playing area in front of the old pavilion. The members 
are looking forward to getting in some practice and playing games in the 
months ahead. The club are a very friendly group who are always looking 
for new members. If you are interested their website can be found at:

www.lymvalleycroquetclub.org.uk
or contact the club secretary, John Marjoribanks, tel: 01297 33742.

Pleasingly the tennis court has now reopened after its enforced closure so 
why not book yourself a court and enjoy this excellent facility as the days 
get longer and the weather warmer. Booking and payment is easy and can 
be accessed via the Lawn Tennis Association website at https://clubspark.
lta.org.uk/rally/ or just put Uplyme Tennis into an internet search engine 
such as google. The gate is now secured with a combination lock and the 
code is sent each time the court is booked. The current cost is £7 per hour 
to use the court, which is excellent value for money and does provide the 
trustees with their only regular income to pay for field and court mainte-
nance. For any tennis related matters please contact our trustee Jason 
Martin at: jas@jasonmartinsports.com tel:07931743168. 

James Thomas (Secretary for King George’s Field Trustees)             
jrhyst@hotmail.com  
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                                Apr 2021 

Bullying claims at East Devon District Council … 

Reporting pretty much the most disturbing headline I have shared since my first election. 

On 4th March, East Devon District Council Scrutiny Committee received a report from Chief 
Executive Mark Williams. The report included claims that new councillors and/or the new political 
leadership are “seriously mistreating Officers”, “unnecessarily micro-managing” and “causing extra 
workload” for staff. 

EDDC has traditionally been an organisation where staff morale has been high. In September 2019, 
the council was described as an organisation with a ‘strong track record of successful delivery’; 
‘strong financial management’; ‘high quality services’ and a ‘hardworking and committed workforce.’ 
In a ‘Peer Review’ conducted by the Local Government Association.  

In January 2020, the Council was awarded Platinum ‘Investors in People’ status - the highest level 
achievable, following six years at Gold level (the previous highest status). The report was extremely 
complimentary “..effective people management and development…”, “…high levels of engagement” 
has “…delivered higher levels of performance” enabling “…an outstanding and well run council, 
which provides great services and outstanding opportunities for East Devon” 

Spring 2020 brought us not only the COVID pandemic, but also a change in administration. 

You may recall that, as Portfolio Holder for Finance, I was part of an Independent Administration until 
May 2020, when this administration was replaced by the ‘Democratic Alliance’ made up of 
Councillors from the East Devon Alliance, Liberal Democrat and Green political parties, together with 
a small number of Independents. EDDC is now led by Cllr Paul Arnott, with Council Chair Cllr Cathy 
Gardner. The two are also Leader and Chair respectively of the East Devon Alliance political party. 

The Chief Executive reported in June 2020 an optimistic’ feeling within the council, at the end of the 
first period of lockdown. However, the latest February 2021 staff report, noted optimism no longer so 
apparent, with the Chief Executive highlighting several issues, including allegations of bullying. 

In the Scrutiny meeting the Chief Executive confirmed that he himself felt bullied at work. Cllr Arnott 
replied that he was “certain my Cabinet are innocent of any bullying.” 

My colleague in ‘The Independents’*, Cllr Geoff Pook, (Beer and Branscombe), shared concerns that 
the most upsetting and serious claims from staff did stem from last year’s change in administration 
by asking Cllr Arnott a series of direct questions. 

1. Does the Leader accept the outcome of the report and that 18 of our staff state the new 
political leadership are seriously mistreating our officers, which Is very stressful? This 
includes seven members [of staff] who say they feel bullied, intimidated and are being 
harassed. 

2. Does the Leader agree that this is totally unacceptable? 
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3. Does the Leader agree that, as Leader, he is totally responsible for the deplorable actions of 
his administration? 

4. Does the Leader agree that those responsible must consider their positions and, as Leader, 
he should address this? 

5. Does the Leader agree he holds ultimate responsibility for the actions and behaviour of his 
team and should perhaps consider his own position? 

The Council Leader, Cllr Arnott surprisingly responded by offering a “blanket no” to all of Cllr Pook’s 
questions. He added the phrase ‘new councillors/new political leadership could refer to new 
councillors from all political parties’, and that there was no proof or indication from where problems 
are coming. 

Our County Councillor, Ian Hall (also a District Councillor representing Axminster) asked the Chief 
Executive whether he felt bullying was still going on, and whether he personally had ever felt bullied? 

The Chief executive responded ‘Yes’ to both questions. 

Since the meeting I have used my Facebook page to make quite clear the current situation at East 
Devon District Council is unacceptable, further the Leader’s responses to Cllr Pook’s questions were 
“dismissive and disturbing”.  

* For avoidance of doubt, I am not part of the Democratic Alliance, the current administration, rather 
enjoy an informal association of true independent councillors.  

‘The Independents’ are Cllrs, Jess Bailey (West Hill & Aylesbeare), Susie Bond (Feniton), Paul Jarvis 
(Budleigh & Raleigh), Geoff Pook (Beer & Branscombe), Chris Wright (Exmouth Littleham) and I. 
None is a member of any political party. 

We do not accept any form of bullying, under any circumstances and have called upon Leader Cllr 
Arnott to review his answers to questions raised by Cllr Pook - We await his response…. 

(Cllr Pook’s questions and response from the Leader of the Council can be found approx. 1hr 27min 
into the YouTube recording of the meeting https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWH4XOqUxOo  

A full version of the relevant report under discussion is available online at https://
democracy.eastdevon.gov.uk/documents/
s11420/040321%20Scrutiny%20REPORT%20re%20staff%20morale.pdf 

Staff Morale Report is Item 8 on Agenda, from pages 12 to 40.) 

Cllr Ian Thomas 
Independent Ward Member for Trinity 
East Devon District Council 
Phone: 07884 494474                         
email: ian.thomas@trinitymatters.co.uk   
Facebook: @CouncillorIanThomas 
Twitter: @ianthomas247
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 Mike Maccoy 
 

Computer Tutor 
& sort-outer of problems 

100s of satisfied customers 
New or Old, Bewildered or Terrified 

Specific or General 

One-off or Every-so-often 

--------------------------------------------- 

I come to you and help you on  

your own computer. 

I am experienced, speak your language, 

work with you at your pace to tackle 

everything from installation to general, 

Internet / e-mail, Broadband, wireless, 

printing, photos etc etc. 
Phone me at any time on 

01297 442321 or 07970443631 

Artist blacksmith living in Uplyme 
designing and manufacturing 
garden plant supports, structures, 
furniture and art.

Check out the whole range on my 
website or contact me for bespoke 
designs and commissions

jonne@jonne.co.uk
www.thegardenersblacksmith.co.uk
07770 720 373

The 
Gardener’s 
Blacksmith



Uplyme Church Services
From Monday 29th March, live services resume in Uplyme church. 
Booking in advance is essential from Marilyn (07885859946).

If you can’t attend we trust you will remain safe and will gain some spiritual sustenance 
from the offerings of our tireless technical team and all contributors of leadership, talks and 
prayers online.

If you wish to attend any of the following services, you MUST book first with Marilyn as 
detailed above.

2nd April 2021. GOOD FRIDAY
Service at Axmouth Church 11.00 am.

SUNDAY 4th. April 2021  EASTER SUNDAY
Holy Communion Live streamed 10.00am 
– Zoom coffee & catch-up  11.30am
– Uplyme Telephone Service 4.00 pm

SUNDAY 11th. April 2021 Easter 2 – Low Sunday
Morning Worship 10.00 am.

–AVMC Zoom Service. 4.00 pm

SUNDAY 18th. April 2021 Easter 3.
-Holy Communion Live streamed 10.00am
– Zoom coffee & catch-up  11.30am
–Telephone Service 4.00 pm

SUNDAY 25th. April 2021 Easter 4
Morning Worship 10.00 am.

– AVMC Zoom Service 4.00 pm

Uplyme church time for private prayer is now  WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS 2pm to 4pm

There is also a Prayer Board up in the church porch.
We know how important prayer is and you are therefore invited to write a prayer request 
for yourself or someone you know, on the board.
It is accessible at all times. Just bring a writing implement.



Uplyme Church
part of the Axe Valley Mission Community 

Pound Lane, Uplyme, DT7 3TT

Team Vicar   Rev Nicky Davies
  email  daviesnicky@live.co.uk
  Tel  c/o  07931 413629
Churchwarden  Jenny Perham  32254
      07761081424
Reader   Roger Grose  22107

Church Administrator Louise Collard  441986
  email:  axevalleymc@hotmail.co.uk 
 Opening times: Monday 09.00 – 12.00
    Tuesday 09.00 – 12.00
    Wednesday 09.00 – 12.00
    Thursday 12.30 – 15.30
    Friday  09.00 – 12.00

AVMC Team Rector  Rev Clive Sedgwick
  email:  clives1865@gmail.com
  Tel  c/o   441986

Hon Treasurer   Sharyn Walker  
Safeguarding Advisor  Jo Clarke  443050
    Noreen Watson
Church Membership  Mike Maccoy  442321
Pastoral Co-Ordinator  Roger Grose  22107
Youth Work   Simon Smith  647521
Under 5’s   Janet Impey  441986
Festival Choir   Adrian Pearson  442902
Flower Rota    Felicity Langford 441986
Saturday Football  Robin Hodges  445180
    Simon Smith  647521
Mrs Ethelston’s School Head Katie Lyons  442210

Parish News Editor  Robin Hodges  445180
 Redlands, Lime Kiln Lane, Uplyme, Lyme Regis,  Dorset,  DT7 3XG
 Email:   parishnews@uplymechurch.org.uk

Uplyme Church Registered Charity Number 1131962

All telephone numbers are STD code 01297 unless otherwise stated.


